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Articles
Baruch Fischhoff, Acceptable Risk: A Conceptual Poposal
Challenging the "de minimis risk" concept, Dr. Fischhoff argues that risks ought
not to be considered apart from a particular technology's benefits. He argues, too,
that the acceptability of particular kinds of risks should not be determined without
considering the views of all persons who may be exposed. Finally, building upon the
"reasonable person" construct, he suggests ways those goals might be achieved.
David R. Holtgrave, Ronald 0. Valdiserri & Gary A. West,
Quantitative Economic Evaluations of HI V-Related Prevention and
Treatment Services: A Review
Dr. Holtgrave and colleagues at the CDC set forth an extensive taxonomy of
HIV prevention and treatment services and review reports of efforts to subject some
of those services to formal economic evaluation. They find few services thus far to
have been so evaluated, no evaluation to have focused solely upon behavioral outcomes
and most economic evaluations to lack formal quantitative analyses.
29
Jeannette M. Trauth, A Case Study of Health Risk Communication:
What the Public Wants and What it Gets
Dr. Trauth presents a content analysis of 40 years of coverage of a major local
source of air pollution by a Pittsburgh newspaper. She also summarizes the results of a
survey conducted to determine the extent to which citizens of most likely affected
communities, e.g., understand health risks and desire further information.
49
Eileen N. Abt, Coping with the Risk of Cancer in Children Living
Near Power Lines
Ms. Abt briefly summarizes evidence linking power lines with a possible increase
in risk of childhood cancer. She also recounts how, although many experts remain
skeptical of causality, public fears, whether or not warranted, have themselves created
serious problems. Finally, she proposes ways to address those problems.
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